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Grace and Peace to you all from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ:

Welcome to the first issue of The Chisel. A chisel brings to mind work that takes patience,

purpose, and care. It is a fitting image for our life together as followers of Jesus. God

continues to work within us, shaping our hearts and teaching us to reflect the love of Christ.

Our tagline—Shaped by Grace. Formed with Christ. Perfected in Love.—expresses the hope behind these
pages: that God’s grace will shape our lives, our character will be formed as we walk with Christ, and His love will

fill our hearts to overflowing. Each issue will help us carry Sunday’s message into the week, make room for prayer,

and discover ways to learn and serve together. We will share the joys and concerns of our church family and

celebrate the ways God is at work among us.

We saw an opportunity for that shared life at the Middletown Festival. Many offered their time and energy, and we

had the privilege of meeting neighbors and welcoming visitors. Let us continue to pray for those connections and

look for ways to nurture them.

My hope is that you will find encouragement here—and an invitation to take part. Join a small group, lift someone

in prayer, offer your gifts in service, or share a story of God’s faithfulness. We each have something to contribute
as we grow together. May we be shaped by grace, formed with Christ, and perfected in love as we carry His

presence into everyday life.

Your Brother in Christ,

Pastor Andy Bates
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S E R M O N  I N  R E V I E W

“The Law”
Matthew 5:17–20

What does it mean to be truly
free? In “The Law,” we
explored Jesus’ declaration
that He came to fulfill the Law
and the Prophets. God’s
commandments reveal our
need for Christ and point us
toward the freedom found in
Him.

Jesus calls us to a righteousness that exceeds outward
religious performance. God sees the heart. Our hope rests

in Christ, whose righteousness we receive through faith.
His grace and the Holy Spirit change us from within.

The Sabbath offers a picture of this freedom: we find rest in
Jesus and receive every day as holy. Worship reaches into
our homes, work, and relationships as our daily lives reflect
His presence.

For Reflection
Where have I treated faith as a checklist rather than a
relationship that transforms my heart?

This Week
Each morning, place one burden before Christ. Ask Him to
shape your words, choices, and relationships.

C O M I N G  S U N D AY  P R E V I E W

“The Angry”
Matthew 5:21–26

Jesus addresses the anger beneath so many of our actions.
What is the cost of staying angry with your brother or sister?

Join us September 20 at 11:00 a.m.

A  P R AY E R  F O R  T H E  W E E K

Shape My Heart
Gracious Heavenly Father,

Thank You for sending Jesus to fulfill the
Law and the Prophets and to draw me into
life with You. Forgive me when I settle for
the appearance of righteousness while
leaving my heart unchanged.

Teach me to depend on Christ’s
righteousness rather than my own
accomplishments. Through Your Holy Spirit,

shape my desires, guide my words, and
help me obey You with love.

Lord Jesus, I bring You the burdens I cannot
carry alone. Teach me to rest in You and to
receive each day as an opportunity to live in
Your presence. Let the faith I profess on
Sunday shape the life I lead throughout the
week.

Make my home a place of grace, my work
an offering of service, and my relationships

a reflection of Your love. Shape me by
grace, form me with Christ, and perfect me
in love as I follow You.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Amen. Amen. Amen.
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